MEDIA RELEASE














[image: image1.jpg]ms

energy market services




26 January 2005

New source of electricity data
A new on-line service providing information on electricity use around New Zealand is now available.

Energy Market Services (EMS) is publishing regional weekly electricity consumption data graphs on its website.  The data, which can be viewed as a graph online or downloaded from the website for further analysis, dates back to January 1999 and will be updated with the latest information every Monday.  

The information can be accessed free via the EMS Data Centre on its website http://www.ems.co.nz/data_region
The initiative to publish the regional load data was prompted by a request from the Ministry of Economic Development (MED).  Roger Fairclough is a Project Manager for the Electricity Group of MED.  “We need readily available regional information to analyse changes and trends in electricity demand,” he says. “Delivery of this type of information via the web is an efficient method of making it available.  It also provides interested parties and analysts with an ongoing valuable resource.”

The weekly regional electricity information on the website is derived from half hourly data collected daily by EMS on behalf of Transpower, the Transmission Grid owner, from each of its 180 grid exit points that feed the local distribution networks.  “The EMS meter data warehouse provides powerful reporting and analysis tools,” says EMS CEO Kevin Duckworth.  “We have a wealth of information.  This is only the tip of the iceberg and we are looking at what additional services we might provide in future.”  

“The graphs clearly show the growth trend in weekly consumption in New Zealand over the past 6 years, and strong, steady growth in parts of the South Island and the Auckland region in particular.  For both New Zealand and Auckland they show a significant jump in demand during 2004, following the 2003 dry sequence.  National demand has increased on average 2.1% per year since 1999 with some areas experiencing growth of around 3% per year.  It’s a graphic illustration of the growth in demand that Transpower has responded to with its transmission grid upgrade proposals,” Mr Duckworth said.

Energy Market Services Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Transpower NZ Ltd and offers a range of services to the electricity market, including data collection, information analysis and GIS.  
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